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R CONTINUED EXAMINATION (RCE) TRANSMITTAL 

to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Box RCE, Washington. DC 2(^1 

09/431.201 





This IS a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-Identified aDolication 

hfno « iQoP°"';""®'* Examinaton (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 does not apply to any utility or plaSSon S to 
June 8, 1995. or to anydesign application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to ttie USPTO) on 2 



I. 



Submission required under 37 CFR 1.114 ) 
M Previously submitted 

El Consider tfie amendment(s)/reply under 37 CFR 1.116 previously filed on July 1 2 2002 
(Any unentered amendment(s) referred to above will be entered.) " ' 

□ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

□ Other . ~ * 

Enclosed 



□ Amendment/Reply 

□ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 



Other Extension of Time. 



2. [ Miscellaneous 



Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a 

months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1 1 7(i) required) 

b. □ Other . 











o 






- .-..jg 







Fees 



The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RQ^s filed 



Name (Print/Type) 



la The Director is hereby authorized to charge any underpayment, or credit any overpayments to 
Deposit Account No. 18-0350 . h'^ymenu?, lu 

i. H RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

ii. M Extension of Time fee (37 CFR 1 . 1 35 and 1 . 1 7) 
Hi. □ Other . 

S Checks in the amount of $ 740 and $400 are enclosed 

□ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be 
included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 



MATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Signature 




L. Ney 



Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) 



20,300 



September 3, 2002 



^ CERTIFICATE Off AILING OR TRANSMISSION 

l^^l^^J^"^^ correspondence is being deposited^ith the United States Postal Service with sufficient postaae as first " 



Name (Print/Type) 
Signature 



Anne Pinto 



September 3. 2002 




o 



following address: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Box RCE, Washington DC 20231 Completed Forms to the 
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NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application, and filing an RCE will not result in an application beinq 
accorded a new filing date. auiiucmy 

Filing Quaiiflcations : % 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8. 1 995. The ap^atien cail»«t 
be a provisional application, a utility or plant application filed before June 8, 1 995. a design^pSon^ 
a patent under reexamination. See 37 CFR 1.1 14(e). ^ ^ ^ 

Filing Requirements : f« ^ 

Prosecution in the application must be closed. Prosecution is closed if the application is i^e^ 
appeal, or the last Office Action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an actbn S omervSe Sses 
prosecution in the application (e.g., an Office Action under Ex parte Quayle). See 37 CFR l!ll<b^ ^ 

M ^^^^ f ® required at the time the RCE is filed. <f reply to an Office Actiorunder 35 

U.S.C. 132 IS outstanding (e.g.. the application is under final rejection), the submission must rneet thf 
epiy requirements of 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 . If there is no outstanding Office Action, the submiss^n can be an 
n orma ion Disclosure Statement, an amendment, new arguments, or new evSence See 37 ?FR 
1 .1 14(c) The submission may be a previously filed amendment (e.g.. an amendment after final 

r6J6Ctl0n ). 



WARNINGS: 

Request for Suspension of Action : 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted A reauest for a 
suspension of action under 37 CFR 1 .1 03(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not 
permit the filing of the required submission to be suspended. — 

Improper RCE will NOT toll Anv Time Period : 

Before Appeal - If the RCE is improper (e.g.. prosecution in the application is not closed or the 
submission or fee has not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth 
rJ '^^^^.^""^ Ac ion will continue to run and the application will be abandoned Bn!r thTs£lZ 
time penod has expired if a reply to the Office Action is not timely filed. No additional time wiH be 
given to correct the improper RCE. 

fi!?^''?'"'®^' '5 improper (e.g.. the submission or the fee has not been filed) and the 

SSl"JilTn tf/iiP^^^ '"^^P^; ^""^ '° «PP««'- Withdrawal of the 

appeal results in the allowance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the 

c aims If there are no allowed claims, the application is abandoned. If therl is at iLst one al owed 
claim, the application will be passed to issue on the allowed claim(s). See MPEP 1215.01 

See IMPEP 706.07(h) for further information on the RCE practice. 



